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ON THE NEW FAMILY METASEQUOIACEAE AND ON
METASEQUOIA GLYPTOSTROBOIDES, A LIVING
SPECIES OF THE GENUS METASEQUOIA
FOUND IN SZECHUAN AND HUPEH

by
Hsen-Hsu Hu
(Fan Memorial Institute of Biology)
" and

‘Wan-Chun Cheng
(National Gentral University, Nanking)

In December 1946, the senior author published a paper, ‘‘Notes on a
Palacogene Species of Metasequoia in China”’, in which he reported that the
junior author discovered in Wan Hsien, Szechuan, a living species of this
genus. From both of the fossil and the living species it was found that
this genus is characterized by the deciduous distichous leaves twisted at
base and by the long-stalked cones with decussate scales. Besides
these characteristics it further differs from both the genera Seguoia and
Seguoiodendron, its close allies, in opposite branchlets, in opposite dis-
tichously arranged decidnous leafy shoots and in opposite staminate flowers
arranged on racemose or paniculate flowering branchlets-system and with
decussate bracts. The decussate characteristics of all its vegetative and
{loral organs make this genus strikingly distinguished from all other genera
of the family Taxodiaceas. Professor Ralph W. Chaney communicated
to the authors with the fact that before mid-miocene age there was not a
single species of fossil Segisoia discovered in Europe, Asia or North America,
and all the fossil.species recorded in older beds are Me#asequoias. This
means that the genera Seguoia and Seguoiodendron may bhave been
derived from the genus Mefasequoia. This fact and the morphological
< istics distinguishing M efaseguoia from Seguoia and Seguoiodendron
and othier genera of the family Taxodiaceas entitle this genus to be elevated
to the familial rank. Hence the family Mef. is here proposed.
This new family should also be considered as the ancestral stock of the
family Cupressacese, which is definitely allied to this family in the opposite

TERI19ASENIKIZ TN B R BAERIRIKIZ TR T 604 ©
(BRIFR: Bulletin of the Fan Memorial Institute of Biology
2(1):154, 1948)
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Credit: Taxon 49 (3): 593-601 503
Zhan Wang (1911-2000)

Guofan Shao', Qijing Liu*, Hong Qian’, Jiquan Chen®, Jinshuang Ma® & Zhengxiang Tan®

Metasequoia  glyptostroboides ~ (Chinese
redwood, dawn redwood) is one of the world’s
best-known living fossil trees, but the world and
its scientific community know little about the

scientist who discovered this tree. Prof. Zhan
Wang (also known in the literature as Wang
Than, Wang Chan, Wang Chang, Wang Tsang)’
collected and studied the first specimen of
Metasequoia glyptostroboides in 1944. Because
of his more than sixty years of research and
teaching experience in dendrology, forestry and
ecology. Zhan has been widely regarded in China
as a mentor in scientific research and professional
education.

His friendly manner and earnest character
deeply influenced many Chinese students,
scientists and administrators and impressed
occasional visitors from all over the world. His
remarkable contribution to science is a legacy that
will certainly remain with us forever. As his
students, we share with our colleagues in the botanical world our personal knowledge of
Zhan’s professional life.

DIFERIZESCET " Zhan Wang | E 78 B 7E Taxon 55
LA o (BRIFIE: Taxon 49(3):593-601, 2000)

Fig. 1. Zhan Wang’s portrait (1979)
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