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Conservation of Forest Ecosystems
and Natural Resources

Based on the intact flora of its natural forests, the Lienhuachih
Rescarch Center possesses abundant phyto-resources including
600 species of indigenous plants and tens of rare plants with

fairly high academic and conservation values. Aside from the
experimental plantation and broadleaf forest, grasslands and
shallow swamps are scattered in the region, with Jiaclong Creek,
Huopeikeng Creek. and Wacheng Creek winding through,
comprising a habitat of great biodiversity, With various birds.
frogs, and insects seen anywhere, the sounds and vitality of nature
are there for all to experience. Fireflies dance and flicker from
April to June every year adding an air of romance to the early
SUmmer.

Environmental conservation is a long-term endevous. With its
abundant natural resources, Lienhuachih preserves vital ecological
information about forests in Taiwan while the beauty of the forest
landscape and richness in phytoncides is goed for cleansing
people's souls.
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Interpretation services

With enthusiasts in the community participating, the center
organized a group of volunteers to serve as interpretors of
forest ecology and conservation in 2004 and trained them to
be seed instructors. Through their vivid and lively
explanations, visitorsare able fo better understand the
environment we live in and thus cherish our natural
resources.

Tour guide services by volunteers at the center are provided
for group visitors from government agencies, institutions,
and schools upon request.

Visitors may contact us for more information.
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8142 8 K E R B G Pilu Creek watershed experimental station

Environmental Profile of the Lienhuachih Area

Located in Wucheng Village of Yuchi Township in Nantou County, Lienhuachih Research Center is one of 6 research
centers of the Taiwan Forestry Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan.

Adjacent to Puli and Sun Moon Lake and in the upstream watersheds of the Mingtan and Minghu Reservoirs of the
Shuelli River, the center covers a total area of 461 ha at elevations ranging 576 ~ 923 m. with a typical subtropical
climate of an annual mean temperature at 2i°C and annual rainfall of 2200 mm.

The Lienhuachih Research Center manages 182 ha of plantation for experiments and studies on growth analyses of
tree species for afforestation. In addition, there are 269 ha of broadleaf forests dominated by camphor and beech trees,
a low-elevation natural forest which is rare in central Taiwan, and 10 ha of land for ather purposes.
The center also operates an experimental station in the Pilu Creek watershed in neighboring Lishan at elevations of

2100~3370 m, a temperate climate and vegetative cover of natural coniferous and mixed coniferous- broadleaf forests.

Hydrological and ecological studies on mountainous watersheds in central Taiwan have been conducted here.
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History

The center was established in 1918 as the Medicinal Plant
Cultivation and Experiment Site of Forestry Experiment Field
under the Trade and Commerce Bureau in the Office of the
Taiwanese Governor under Japanese administration. It was
renamed the Lienhuachih Experiment $Site in 1933 and the
Lienhuachih Branch Office in 1939. After Taiwan's
retrocession in 1949, it was reorganized as the Lienhuachih
Branch of the Taiwan Forestry Research Institute under the
Department of Agriculiure and Forestry, Taiwan Provincial
Goverminent,
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Seedling Cultivation _
Watershed Management Experiments

Seedling cultivation is the first and foremost task in
afforestation. The center administers the Houlun Nursery
Garden to cultivate seedlings and nursery stocks of various
indigenous trees such as Michelia compressa, Calocedrus
formosana and Podocarpus nakaii for experiments and
afferestation. In addition, there is a greenhouse for medicinal

Apart from the meteorological station that was built earlier,
gages were installed on 5 small watersheds in 1965 to collect
meteorological and bydrological data for studies on forest
climate changes and hydrological characteristics of forest
watersheds. An outdoor classroom for soil and water

plants and germplasm test areas and germplasm reserves for conservation education was opened in 1996 for public
Cinnamomum osmophloeum, Taxus mairei, and Dendrocalamus
giganteus, allowing the Houlun Nursery Garden to implement
both seedling cultivation and nature education.

cducation. Exhibits on watershed hydrology studies and soil
erosion control soil conservation measures for forest roads are
displayed.
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