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A man who's conservational performance has left a
mark upon the land of Taiwan —
Mr. Butterfly Bae-chun TSAI

In 1988, the life history of the broad-tailed swallowtail butterfly (Agehana maraho), a
rare species in Taiwan, was first photographed in the field by Mr. Bae-chun Tsai. Mr. Tsai
also holds the record for having photographed the largest variety of Taiwan’s butterflies.
Deservedly, he has been dubbed “Mr. Butterfly” by the media.

Twenty-nine years ago, Mr. Tsai first made up his mind to film the wildlife of Taiwan.
Using camera instead of gun, he has practiced the credo of not killing a living being and
not harming any either. Through the images captured by his lenses, the wildlife scenes
of Taiwan have spread far and wide, making the general public aware of the myriad and
wondrous phenomena of life around us. His delicate art works have galvanized many a
lethargic mind.

Mr. Tsai has also attempted to use ecological photography as a means to engage public
attention, to enable the reestablishment of a close relationship between mankind and
nature. His art presents a vision wherein our endowment of natural resources shall be
treasured and all life on the earth shall share a prosperous common future. We must all
cherish this vision. We also hope that by the example of Mr. Tsai’s wonderful works,
everyone will strive to preserve the world’s biological richness.

~—

e

Hen-biau KING, Ph.D.
Director, Taiwan Forestry Research Institute
President, Society of Subtropical Ecology
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Mycalesis francisca formosana
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bush brown
Coinlike dots cover the wings of the bush brown. It is said that

if this butterfly enters a home, good fortune will follow close
behind.
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Pachliopta aristolochiae interpositus
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common rose
A pair of common roses is mating joyfully among these
striking blossoms.
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Egg laying of a female Pachliopta aristolochiae interpositus
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Spindasis syama
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silverline
Nicknamed the “double-headed butterfly,” the silverline is

known for having a tail that looks like its head. This serves
the species well, as birds often attack the wrong end, allowing

it to live another day.
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Troides magellanus
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Magellan's iridescent birdwing

This species lives only on Orchid Island. Seen from different
angles, it can appear to be one of any number of stunning
iridescent colors.
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Larva of Troides magellanus
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Pupa of Troides magellanus
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Kallima inachus formosana
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dead leaf butteryfly
Resembling a dried leaf, this species is a master of disguise,
becoming invisible when it lights on a pile of leaves.
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Idea leuconoe clara
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white tree nymph

The caterpillar of this species feasts on plants poisonous
to many species, which makes the resultant butterfly toxic
to would-be predators. The white tree nymph'’s wings are
15 cm wingtip to wingtip when spread out, meaning that it
is one of the larger butterfly species. Its sluggish flight has
earned it the nickname “big clumsy butterfly.”
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Gonepteryx taiwana
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brimstone

Resembling a cabbage leaf, the brimstone sports a brown
spot in the center of its wing, making it seem that a worm
has taken a big bite out of it. Few in number, members of this
species are a rare sight in Taiwan.
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Graphium sarpaedon connectens
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common bluebottle

The forewings of this species bear unique turquoise patches
arranged like the windows of an airplane. Because it can fly
very quickly, it bears the nickname “jet plane.”
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Egg laying of a female Graphium sarpaedon connectens
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Parantica sita niphonica
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chestnut tiger
The transoceanic trips the chestnut tiger makes between

Taiwan and Japan have given it a reputation for stamina and
resilience.
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Papilio demoleus
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lime

The lime butterfly is commonly found in home gardens all
around Taiwan. Seeming to enjoy human companionship,
this species can be seen as the “public relations” arm of the
butterfly world.
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Delias hyparete luzonensis
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painted Jezebel

The painted Jezebel is one of those rare species that are both
colorful and can thrive even in the cold. Its favorite repast is
the nectar of the poinsettia. A beauty among butterflies, it flits
about like a fairy among the flowers.
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Agehana maraho
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broad-tailed swallowtail

Found only in Taiwan, the broad-tailed swallowtail is the
world’s only butterfly species to have two wing veins that veer
off to form a second wing protuberance, creating its unique
V-shaped tail. As the “king of Asian butterflies,” it is one of
Taiwan'’s national treasures.
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Danaus genutia
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common tiger
A male common tiger rushes to the scene to compete for the
right to mate, but finds that he has arrived a bit too late.
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Timelaea albescens formosana
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spotted leopard

Though small, this butterfly has evolved to match its
environment, brandishing a leopard’s spots to scare away
potential predators.
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Papilio polytes pasikrates
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common Mormon

This common Mormon is enjoying a meal of sweet nectar in
mid-flight. The gold and silver spots on its hind wings are said
to be a sign of good fortune.
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Polygonia c-album asakurai
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comma

Utilizing camouflage as a defense measure, the comma is an
expert at hiding itself amongst piles of dead leaves.
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Junonia almana
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peacock pansy

The owl-like “eyes” on the peacock pansy’s wings are useful
in intimidating potential predators, for in the food chain, birds
eat butterflies; snakes eat birds; and owls eat snakes.
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Heliophorus ila matsumurae
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purple sapphire

This brightly colored species can be seen year-round, and,
being just the size of a fingernail, 1.4cm, is classified as a
small butterfly.
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Dichorragia nesimachus formosanus
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Asian constable
The Asian constable seems more peacock than butterfly
when it spreads its wings of brilliant midnight blue.
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Polyura narcaea meghaduta
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China nawab
The energetic China nawab flies very quickly. Upon spreading
its wings, it resembles a warrior brandishing a sword.
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Curetis acuta formosana
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sunbeam

On the back of the sunbeam’s wings, one can find the
glittering silver catching your eyes. In Taiwan, there are only
two kinds of them flying in low to middle altitude area above
the sea level.
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Euthalia irrubescens fulguralis
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barons

This species is always very observant of its environment.
When it moves, it moves with great haste; when it is resting, it
is as still as a stone. Because of this, it is considered the “ninja
of butterflies.”
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Euploea tulliolus koxinga
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dwarf crow

Upon being interrupted by a bee while enjoying a meal of
nectar, this dwarf crow spreads its wings as if to say, “Back
offl”
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Sasakia charonda formosana
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Japanese emperor
Rare in Taiwan, the Japanese emperor radiates with a mixture
of colors that include goldenrod, periwinkle, and scarlet.
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Euploea spp.
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Huge flocks of the dwarf crow winter in southern Taiwan,
and when they gather together in a valley or on a single tree,
butterfly enthusiasts may enjoy a sight they will not soon
forget.
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This group of white tree nymphs sipping nectar remind us that
we must protect the environment so that all living creatures
may live, share, and prosper together.
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After working or playing outdoors, the salt left behind by your
sweat may attract butterflies. The scene pictured here symbolizes
the harmonious relationship between humans and nature (in
Mandarin, the word for “placing shoes together” is a homophone
of the word for “harmony”—hesie).
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