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A Query System for Timber Growth Information in Taiwan

Lih-Chin Chen'? and Chiou Yann Shey?

[ Summary ]

The purpose of this study was to build a user-friendly query system covering timber growth in .

Taiwan. The system uses an icon-based interface, which can be operated by button pushing. The end
user can easily search for timber growth information according to author, tree species, area, environment,
and experimental method used in the published papers. The whole query system inciudes 2 components:
(1) the database; and (2) the query system. For the database, the related influencing factors on timber
growth were identified, and the system architecture was designed. As for the query system, different
kinds of query frames, objects and functions were designed. The output of the related timber growth
data, statistical analysis and graphs in the system was developed using Screen Control Language of
SAS/AF softiware and other related SAS products with the characteristics of objective oriented
programming (OOP) and fourth generation language. The system not only provides more complete
and efficient timber growth information, but also can be used as a base to develop a decision support
system.
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