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An Investigation on the Production and Products of Yellow
Rottan (Calamus margaritae) in Taiwan

by
WEI-CHIH LIN, ZOU-YUNG KANG and SANG-GEN HWANG

English Summary

The results of this study can be summarized as follows:
A. Production:

Yellow Batien is naturally grown in virgin forests in Taiwan, mostly climbing
around the trees. In the area where yellow ratten is grown some 1000 clumps of
it would be produced per hectare, and it is estimated that 590 pieces could be
harvested. In the past 11 years the average production of fresh ratten was about
2,075,000 kg. per annum. According to the survey it is realized that I-lan was the
area which yielded the most ratten, Hwa-lien and Tai-tang the second, kao-hsiung
the third, and the central part of Taiwan yielded the least.

B. Processing of raw material:

The practice of processing Yellow Ratten has been very simple and extensive.

The ratten is sold either in strips or in its original form after the processes of

smoking, node removal, and drying are completed.
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