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Applications of GIS and Multivariate Statistical Analysis in Planning
a Water Conservation Protected Forest -- An Example of the
Experimental Forest of National Taiwan University

Hun-Yeu Lai'"® and Chi-Chuan Cheng”

[ Summary ]

Forest land classification plays an important role in forest management. This study utilized the
Experimental Forest of National Taiwan University (NTU) to illustrate planning a water conservation
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protected forest based on the McHarg ecological planning approach. The procedure is summarized as
follows: 1. Watershed generated by Digital Terrain Model(DTM) automatic extraction was used as a
classification unit. 2. Twelve dependent variables for planning the water conservation protected forests
from the GIS database are elevation, slope gradient, terrain position, aspect diversity, terrain position
diversity index, profile curvature, plan curvature, curvature, gully index, wetness index, length-slope
index, and moisture gradient. 3. Factor analysis and cluster analysis of multivariate statistical analysis
were used to improve the McHarg ecological planning approaches with which the above 12 variables and
8 variables selected by stepwise discriminate analysis were applied in planning the water conservation
protected forest.

Compared with the management circumstances of the NTU Experimental Forest and previous work,
the results indicate that planning accuracy can be improved if the derived variables are selected by
stepwise discriminate analysis before using factor analysis.

Key words: forest land classification, digital terrain model, factor analysis, cluster analysis,
stepwise discriminate analysis.
Lai, H. Y., and C. C. Cheng. 1997. Applications of GIS and multivariate statistical analysis in

planning a water conservation protected forest --an example of the Experimental Forest of
National Taiwan University. Taiwan J. For. Sci. 12(4): 421-441,
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Table 1. Correlation coefficient matrix of 12 variables

Varible 1 @ & & & e " & © Jo aqu a2
" Aspect diversity index (1) 1.00
Terrain position diversity index (2) =02 1.00
Elevation (3) -08 25 1.00
Slope (4) -08 12 73 1.00
Curvature (5) -06 -06 -21 -06 1.00
Plan curvature (6) 24 -09 -50 -33 50 1.00
Profile curvature (7) 31 -03 -29 -27 -49 51 1.00
Wetness index (§) 08 -12 -65 -90 -12 33 46 1.00
Terrain position (9) -20 8% 21 13 06 -05 -11 -16 1.00
Length-slope (10) =12 05 71 91 -22 -32 -10 -69 .02 1.00
Gully index (11} -14 03 -25 -37 12 -16 -29 16 .09 -61 1.00
Moisture gradient (12) -08 02 12 15 07 -25 -32 -28 16 -03 .30 1.00
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Table 2. Eigenvalues and cumulative proportion of 12 factors

Factor 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Eigenvalue 394 222 176 147 098 069 044 0329 010 007 001 0.00
Difference 172 045 029 048 028 025 015 018 002 006 001
Proportion 032 018 014 012 008 005 003 002 000 000 000 000
Cumulative 032 051 066 078 0.8 092 095 098 059 099 100 1.00
Table 3. Factor loading of 12 variables

Variable Factor [ Factor I Factor I1I FactorlV Factor V
Slope gradient 0.96505" 0.05248 0.03997 -0.00887 -0.01%00
Length-slope index 0.92714" -0.03118 -0.24264 -0.15523 -0.07851
Elevation 0.79933" 0.18194 0.11161 -0.25977 -0.08287
Wetness index -0.87693" -0.06476 -0.28556 -0.14606 0.03884
Terrain position diversity index 0.08007 0.96595" 0.00455 -0.06194 0.01597
Terrain position 0.06887 0.96200" 0.09074 0.05705 -0.11106
Mositure gradient 0.12151 0.06339 0.77986" -0.00387 0.13354
Gully index -0.50376 0.07557 0.68004" -0.01923 -0.18516
Profile curvature -0.30615 0.02618 -0.63305 b -0.30910 0.49544
Curvature -0.04034 -0.00848 0.16227 0.96912" -0.11895
Plan curvature -0.34414 0.01865 -0.46832 0649929 0.37286
Aspect diversity index -0.02571 -0.08430 0.01182 0.00851 0.91620"

"Indicates that the more loading variables, the higher correlation with factors.
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Table 4. The CCC, PST, and PST2 of differ-
ent numbers of clusters on 5 factor scores

Cluster CCC PSF PST2
8 240 289 14.7
7 -2.85 297 9.1
6 -3.02 311 13.0
5 -3.69 28.0 229
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Table 5. Result of classifying subwatersheds to 6 clusters and determining characteristics of each

cluster
Cluster Watershed Factorl Factoell Factor I Factor IV Factor V Chister Watershed Fector]l Factorll Factor Il Factie [V Fadtor V
1 3 -116643% 038546 011763 036175 105282+ 3 16 085352 061542 -163344* 017731 046217
1 9 S139127 019264 04165 000684 1.17653* 3 17 038500 063698 -191068* -1.14766* 0188564
1 14 92657 03540 059857 002427 13378%* 3 18 -L1I721% 050714 -178542* 067655 81768
1 19 -166580% 0002 003159 003547 096501 3 20 029083 021608 -195197* 073546 -1.16620%
1 21 061580 044141 -139737% 019231 1.17508* 3 2] 71019 1.18214% -141898* 010537 061768
1 s 063574 037071 -129146% 047069 0.71868 3 24 021539 000080 -132325* 012815 4026150
1 26 -1,51343* 050797 069740 032302 1.60104* 3 2 025297 071913 -108767 105346* 00378
1 3 007910 005971 025614 -130961* 055147 3 k1l 038614 124G38* 093327 06634 D25985
1 36 -107193* 1.12802* 073059 084213 218571 3 M 003841 079538 -166623* 045471 073014
1 39 032959 060917 -1.16641% 30865 1.34167¢ 3 35 0.13589 068160 -125238* 003015 042233
1 40 008617 072090 006984 035470 129361* 3 41 045552 133966% 072704 009500 D59832
1 46 069257 -126314*% -128736* 004237 234575* 3 a4 51388 149045% 086174 003599 088645
1 47 £.79633 058482 -1.19654* 068220 154167 3 57 059732 0147 081048 062832 091512
1 48 084335 096961 064377 050849 059977 3 5 088487 100777 -081036 008973 018065
1 50 -105336% 005728 030773 018372 055817 3 65 023588 110781 -129723% 097812 026325
1 53 060649 064605 -1.04277¢ 056217 009351 3 75 088483 Q30783 -LI027# 023753 -122603*
1 60 074703 -1.13665* 016180 003655 0.724%0 3 Y 052378 001881 -080274 057829 -13808*
1 95 028071 0198564 -005841 022005 140342* 3 2 014469 083264 -125168* 000625 033026
1 101 008151 046552 -L15750* 000624 121805% 3 &9 033818 121320% -1.01428* 0.19957 040603
1 110 030754 -113460* 099568 024747 103074* 3 91 105004* 103568* 013560 002319 031877
1 113 081842 060790 -121485% 002349 199162* 3 @ 083634 047004 003201 -101736* 046709
1 122 062633 082690 -1.19681* 010004 120008 3 100 016202* 084340 035950 004508 049121
2 56 065418 097522 009595 028122 012718 3 103 123022% 105352 091909 (16082 0.12038
2 68 030192 068931 D358864 004837 008724 3 105 081762 077654 -1.080d44% 007292 006827
2 78 040310 -135%41% 040455 008872 035529 3 124 1.09950%  1.82764* D74664 051422 (17055
2 & 002132 -133006* -138835* 010769 027386 3 125 084625 024318 038589 011765 023434
2 9 014082 -191633* 12837 028878 02820 3 126 058360 105774 029138 100770* 023950
2 106 085089 -183163* -1.79791* 045037 106434* 3 127 10337 006461 -L19228* 000678 033302
2 m 232186 A7210* 000413 051365 012859 3 132 053205 015555 092000 02499¢ 035265
2 112 071303 053440 0277153 04102 059714 3 134 168444* 018385 -137338* 035232 076452
2 115 080402 054561 092123 021647 067105 3 135 041387 042974 -151802* 061221 060467
2 18 120722% -.17985% 030523 096819 -1.31784 3 136 082596 006250 065270 135145% 222061
2 121 103715% -143857* 018036 000124 -1843n2 3 139 120247 201214* -134305% 060349 .0.89597
2 122 1.10788* 355158 022571 130116* -1.8M47 3 142 128720 066338 -1.17849%* 06041 048344
2 13 193343% 297044*% 060577 -122165% 1.84020% 3 148 200460 200800* 001946 064165 065467
2 128 213592* -144873* 090227 003564 110975 3 150 93054 006593 030180 046204 030462
2 30 141845* -160674* 010126 005803 -12174* 3 151 006003 120101* 073915 1.11476% -DE0613
2 133 031931 097884 086957 -1.08367* 06482 3 156 051946  1.82653* 093945 065790 -190965%
2 137 106744+ -181202% 1.10536* 135033 074323 4 2 -182541F 090503 0166 055270 050428
2 140 130637% -101281* 016937 017453 049787 4 5 207659* 029498 DIBT3 0198% D634
2 14 202385 091072 047234 033086 058066 4 6 227170F 087488 039392 008779 -3.04481%
2 145 1OBSI0* -148659* -132397 078778 057468 4 8 207858 038288 -103025* 043842 -161965%
2 149 L1274 037215 023703 002139 042581 4 2 267263% 019550 133848 014939 -130436%
3 1 067080 039777 -146739* 017422 -1.50060° 4 30 -1.79572% 046474 047567 01285 012997
3 15 -1.086530% 029442 -152867* 030309 H9ET20 4 38 -L19702% 039152 075410 1.187%4* 032640
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Table 5. Result of classifying subwatersheds to 6 clusters and determining characteristics of each

cluster(continuted)

Chuster Watershed Factor]  Factorll Factor Il FactorIV Factor V Chster Watershed Factor] Factorl Factorll FoctorIV Facior V
4 6 -144485* 01331 070791 01347 026106 6 97 -L11663* 065786 025553 015227 040640
4 6  215985¢ 112997 040858 041170 -121495% é 98 022015 055455 0188 024881 078415
4 73 -124391* 054984 030177 0358845 0533 6 % 16740* 123315 114399* 020390 012407
4 74 DMH7 09786 05372 034905 -1L02467 6 102 123905 0619 095250 031731 034690
4 7T 0688 -126885* 049121 HOS200 -l64244e 6 101 088%30 144876 ORI3B D943 05912
5 7 120516* 08502 066737 0&ISH0 204075* 6 107 096185 006613 011160 005570 094877
5 8 OSIB1 03208 1146370 20991% 020819 6 108 123083 101624 11053 011539 08B12
5 R 024T Q1T 056636 342067 -189733 6 100 05885 108556+ 109184% 0TI 04377
5 42 D153 0801 036985 -LISIBI* 145074 6 17 073 LIS LOMIE* -LI6AS1* 017065
5 71 038852 09012 00654 0IB62S 224558* 6 119 058167 00418 161058* 146348* 018731
5 6 DIBEA 01788 133432 050640 -180912° 6 20 013517 018000 053121 O064TI0 07904
5 9% 018866 065 100624" 025593 -245396% 6 131 113114* 071092 109107 085092 043085
5 114 085548 090011 103520% -845881% -170035* 6 133 053977 08301 06M54 07847 005506
5 116 059513 074026 0804% 049689 204319 6 41 0702 0392 01788 03088 063992
6 4 -139851* 035124 142657 052800 13747 6 143 096049 1I0RR* 1587M* D4SI4 05757
6 10 -192748* 000444 06545 050600 089803 6 146 107765 020939 055750 05388 042001
6 2 -153269% 01286 1LI606I* 033135 048902 6 M7 0372 01672 036159 00539 045769
6 13 05497 0PI 056938 ORNIT 050818 6 152 042155 011425 103900* 053216 083128
6 23 DZM07 004019 042640 00154 065839 6 155 02552 085324 109268% 060232 0433%
6 37 0090 044517 05648 D732 030966 6 13 050578 000911 148372 039483 021509
6 £ 10050° 021290 15019 020773 011421 6 155 121266* 073156 139905* 298435* 0980
6 45 05660 02168 161707 006 01850 6 157 166572* 134116* 103008* 125533* -0,14843
6 49 00595 049765 091064 046033 044950 6 158 080055 063975 156595* 189577 04sga7
6 s 09w8l 026296 070302 03999 014018 6 159 058020 024540 108754* 223528* 003951
6 2 005019 08548 055103 -126081% 120940%

6 S 00632 058816 149899% 026779 029033 HE2eSKRUMERIEETERE  ®
6 55 046539 178207 128078* 005080 055498 =3 B/ v

6 8 027585 069508 11 135582 066706 B3 T K E LR RIS M T » B
6 61 0264 43T 14173 049599 095014 SR>

6 @ 011902 09074 154217 I8 05330

6 6 040424 011391 09%06 012001 143335 B KB LRI A R SR

6 67 06599 014704 076373 047107 047432 S EKBELERVE L TERHE

6 6 DB 0244 039294 01938 0077 PE6 KB LIEFINSE T E5E -
6 0 04391 022488 [376* 03B 05472 B THANEREREREREN S
6 T 0B 02168 08357 057676 005430 PEEE - ST B R T B S R Y A
L e ST o o (Table 6) » LUK OMEEEATEAIRIRIR I
6 8 0619 0762 042023 040648 019398 U B e -

6 84 0S5%74 008654 159527 048048 137399 (B AER

6 8 033958 035189 009354 01074 060597 AR EH PR SE RFE S HERT RS AL - BR SR
6 8 02274 051316 095116 D018 092 SBEHEERENSERKEZ TERKIER
6 8 071246 04669 167618 OTATIT 165315 FereiE | i 6EREE RIS 1 2{E S e 25
6 90 059507 066658 106381* (12045 096012 f%fEZﬁﬁ)j?ﬂ@f . ?%G{E]ﬁ% , ‘H@Kiﬁ‘@ﬁﬁf
6 93 045201 0IVI9 066810 021841 068316

M REEEE AR &P B F
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Table 6. Mean values of 12 variables on 6 clusters

Variable Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 5 Cluster 6
Aspect diversity index 2.75 2.38 2.26 2.12 1.81 2.44
Terrain position diversity index 492 529 4,69 5.45 591 6.13
Elevation 33.61 1817.91 1484.82 666.85 1211.94 607.87
Slope 2593 35.05 31.32 1898 30.28 30.88
Curvature 0.00011 -0.0086 0.0011 0.0051 0.07 0.00
Plan curvature 0.043 0.02 -0.02 0.01 0.02 0.002
Profile curvature 0.042 0.03 -0.02 0.02 -0.04 0.009
Wetness index 0.780 0.38 0.33 1.34 0.27 0.40
Terrain position 0.141 0.21 0.13 0.24 0.38 0.38
Length-slope index 2.358 3.92 2.93 1.77 2.69 2.82
Gully index 3.559 -12.85 -2.18 -1.63 -1.71 2.55
Moisture gradient 6.287 5.5% 6.65 5.72 6.09 0.60

BRSESHR - HERAT:
HEIZHEKEFRE  EEE
B EABERE  FER
HEICEKBFRE - EHRIEKE
FERE  IRHE

Fig. 4. Final map of forest land classification
for water conservation protected forest based
on 12 variables.
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Table 7. The CCC,PST, and PST2 of differ-
ent numbers of clasters at 158 subwatersheds
by elevation classification

Cluster ccc PSF PST2
8 -4.42 935 40.8
7 -3.82 878 779
6 -3.65 773 188
5 -5.38 537 73.9




434 ST HE IR E AR L & BHEHEE T P KR R R s R

Cluster 4
Cluster 5
Cluster 6

12 Kilometers

i T e

Fig, 5. Map of classifying 158 subwatersheds
into 6 clusters based on elevation.
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Table 8. Eigenvalues and cumulative proportion of 8 factors

Factor 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Eigenvalue 2.30 1.73 1.49 0.96 0.89 0.36 0.16 0.07
Difference 0.57 0.23 0.53 0.06 0.53 0.19 0.09

Proportion 0.28 0.21 0.18 0.12 0.11 0.04 0.02 0.00
Cunmulative 0.28 0.50 0.69 0.81 0.92 0.96 0.99 1.00
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Table 9. Factor loading of 8 variables
Variable Factor | Factor 11 Factor III FactorTV Factor V
Terrain position deversity index 0.97465" 0.05360 -0.03883 -0.62689 0.03685
Terrain position 0.96213" 0.02653 0.06012 0.10186 -0.12755
Length-slope index -0.00604 0.93465" -0.17315 -0.10453 -0.09457
Wetness index -0.10122 -0.88782" -0.253521 -0.22350 -0.01943
Curvature 0.00082 -0.11963 0.93368" -0.05090 0.04506
Profile curvature -0.02323 -0.28155 -0.73859" -0.30532 0.28209
Moisture Gradient 0.05285 0.04936 0.08038 0.98066"  -0.02582
Aspect diversity index -0.06734 -0.05013 -0.08334 -0.02610 0.98393"
DIndicates that the more loading variable,the higher the correlation with factors.
Table 10. The CCC,PST, and PST2 of differ- Chuster Watershed  Factorl  Factorl Factor Il Factor IV Facior V
ent numbers of clusters on 5 factor scores 1 07 02006 -128834% D3RN0 D470 038P
Cluster cce PSF PST? 1 153 101319* 064629 000524 066963 045708
9 151 289 34 2 2 19312 -16MO* 051567 -132TR60 028623
3 2.08 29.4 141 2 5 Q21440 21920 012602 067654 038477
2 8 -109240* -196964* 025424 -DRY089 -155629*
7 -2.81 29.8 16.3
2 11 -142079% 040558 012657 -L1IO4d* -1 2126*
6 -5.06 282 17.9 2 15 6427 116154 020462 059244 -134M9*
2 16 -16753%F 095321 00RMS 067155 057616
Table 11. Result of classifying subwatersheds ) 18 LBGES* DOTGE 05970 QROTS -LI0IT
_into7clusters and determining characterist- 3 20 8IS0 01450 02053 0508 053854
ics of each cluster 23 07683 -L003Y -12MB O00UT D555
Cluster Watershed  Factr]  Factorl Factor T Factor IV Factor V 2 53 -105M6* 054236 077979 031114 01677
1 3 006413 0974599 017174 084990 13747% 2 57 083465 040761 054415 D345 099308
1 4 131814% -142003* 042062 130843 071387 2 6 084957 -155490* 0ATIZ G6TX 075058
1 9 00428 -128979* 02030 029652 113328* 2 66 054316 237077 046747 -131242% -1.16888*
1 10 058577 207249 002628 038638 06749 2 T3 034181 126867 DMK D3RGS DG
1 12 123021 -150585¢ 017878 036421 0737 2 75 115880 Q&R0 002547 03307 138742
i 13 063157 -D59154 050520 002939 059847 2 7 075315 019865 001190 066055 -1.00091*
1 14 06243 -197908% D138 048565 154871% 2 8 031343 042430 -130766* 046133 09412
1 19 000319 -1.70409* 004605 021940 118873 3 28 100034 003782 005777 023602 063597
1 2 038007 05711 06309 043128 028707 3 3 0SHOO 026144 OIEN8 0946 0TS
! 2% 079325 -169232 D8B4G 145687+ 102D4* 3 45 134865* D668 048853 081433 067515
1 27 135096 AI21R* 083075 0TWTS 0369 3 4 15375* DO0I68 011239 055446 02599
1 kY 049724 -190210% 025125 077455 044491 3 55 126870* 040358 002814 259683* 005557
1 % 083153 -132389* 093112 175007¢ 169332 3 58 L06RIS* 057587 O06TRI8  134619% 016566
1 4 148773 -l154%8 015827 030639 018953 3 61 139160* 01766 06545 243330 026455
1 30 {39784 -107480* 051530 012400 030318 3 & 150186* 025659 070942 120206% 023416
1 SL 06546 09633 022666 043047 023438 3 0 142684 025113 003670 021381 033991
1 64 102675* 037127 02443 008668 153544* 3 71 028888 056645 154644% 016883 -156115*
1 67 070061 -0B7I0 015784 00M%6 002652 3 80 147515 01434 0%00 01129 -0418%
1 6 039048 084834 007208 010089 018064 3 81 139545* 040998 02759 014690 051666
1 72 0&813 090386 034173 059156 024137 3 o D006 077509 075098 056654 -D60084
1 0 148796* 079755 079489 047570 1.04960% 3 9w 126577 168709* 068694 1.00985* 024973
1 &8 160198 -103277* 06775 062231 150187+ 3 102 103090% 140317* 020878 018573 -023240
1 90 057832 098333 00370 06932 086298 3 104 085 0TOT 149521% 09T6T  OIST
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Table 11. Result of classifying subwatersheds into 7 clusters and determining characterist-
ics of each cluster(continuted)

Cluster Watershed  Factor!  Factorl FactorTl Factor [V Factor V Cluster Watershed Factor] Factorfl Factor T Factor TV Factor V
3 108 113979% 111952 023092  1.19893* 071174 4 44 052367 191672* 036121 084866 079910
109 107019 075961 D&9044 159352 093230 145 -138183* 137809* 0.I8568 063763 030690
116 083589 059159 112227* 0.I7372 -185872* 145 048839 079958 01376 052138 H29052
117 108272% 065187 19383* 033126 034529 47 027872 040191 008999 055257 071752
i19 154021 071193 -163317* 043764 026656 K8 019963 106463* 021008 074298 076014
131 120048* 131468 L2018 025298 070132 1530 028518 079092 059124 D114 04%H3%
138 061502 036421 104049+ 065456 002168 152 103575% 045340 046641 036738 094573
143 1S9045* 077932 058635 112919 048811 32 061414 032625 30441* 093642 -146500%
148 011748 165077% 087237 154889* -0388M 14 101585* 011009 B837700* -0949%60 041277
154 146214* 055326 028237 019590 021043 6 028406 -2.15376* 018470 085351 326253
155 Li9046* 121665* -293603* 206850 -21672* 7 066920 089347 067842 -136813* -1.82101*
157 102645% 149291* 058252 162306* 042953 42 042794 012508 095005 -16214]1* -1.06338*
158 L51961* 098697 -153596* 087753 084017 4 057653 002621 016735 -142378* 069755
159 L12006* 087859 -161191* 006690 -DO2M18 76 13R81* 010675 009673 003551 181488+
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Table 11. Result of classifying subwatersheds
into 7 clusters and determining characterist-
ies of each cluster(continuted)

Cluster Watershed Factor]  Factor T Factor Il Factor IV Factor V
7 105  -1.01705* 089765 058147 025205 017830
7 113 -133662¢ 071892 120754 O8571  124606F
7 124 064843 119855* 047110 141048* 036163
7 126 025817 072801 030126 077234 -020019
7 127 -122419% 023497 003962 024716 032112
7 133 -L00738* 000723 000954 05229 017337
7 134 138915 163639* 053718 00354 071057
7 135 -166525* 033461 03599 065307 097566
7 139 -143026* 105766 01262 273306% -1.56873¢
7 142 -121795% 116335* 07915 0352878 051103
7 151 0766505 008935 00352 0.80290 050093
7 36 090721 033933 05351 122585* -16516%*
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Table 12. Mean values of 8 variables on 6 clusters
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Variables

Cluster 1 Cluster2 Cluster3 Cluster4 Cluster 5 Cluster 6 Cluster 7

Terrain position 0.30 0.14 0.42 0.1¢ 0.45 0.32 0.13
Wetness index 097 1.04 0.14 0.40 -0.28 0.56 0.32
Curvature 0.00096 -0.01 -0.00 -0.0013 0.25 -0.01 0.00
Aspect diversity index 2.61 2.15 224 2.65 1.80 1.82 238
Moisture gradient 6.41 6.04 7.01 5.75 6.19 5.56 6.84
Terrain position diversity index 5.87 4.71 6.20 3.38 5.55 5.70 4.64
Profile curvature 0.02 0.01 -0.01 0.03 0.12 0.02 -0.01
Length-slope index 1.80 214 322 334 223 3.36 292
Elevation” 958.23 783.10 84968 1651.01 116693 156511 1386.41
Slope" 22.06 22.34 34,94 32.65 33,04 31.09 31.46
Plan curvaturc” 0.03 0.00 -0.02 0.02 0.12 0.00 -0.01
Gully index" -1.72 -1.87 -2.28 -7.81 <0.6% -6.32 -2.60

UMeans of variables canceled after stepwise discriminate analysis.
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Fig. 6. Final map of forest land classification
for water conservation protected forest based
on 8 variables.

Table 13. Differences between 12 variables
and 8 variables

Compartment 12 variables 8 variables
1-6,16,17,18 High (6)" Low (1)
21,26,28,29,31  Very low (1) High (4)V

“Indicates clusters numbers after cluster analysis.
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