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An Analysis of Current Timber Consnmption Situation
in Taiwan—1988

Wann-Yih Wu
{Summary]

Taiwan’s timber consumption has changed dramatically over the past three
decades in response to rapid economic growth, development of forest products
industries, and improvement in standard of people’s living. The purpose of this paper
is to analyze and estimate current timber consumption. At present, more than 89 per-
cent of timber consumed is imported. Total timber consumption is estimated to be
7.81 million ni in 1988. Of this volume, plywood accounted for 25% or about 1.98
million m, furniture 33% or about 2.6 million nd, pulp 21% or about 1.61 million nd,
construction 10% or about 0.75 million nd, sleepers 0.3% or about 20 thousand ni, and
mining 0.6% or about 50 thousand ni.

The demand for veneer logs is expected to decrease continuously in the future in
response to the competition of Indomesia’s plywood both in foreign and domestic
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markets. On the other hand, the demand for pulpwood and lumber, especially
hardwood lumber, is expected to increase along with cconomic growth and increasing

export of wooden furniture.

Key words: Current timber consumption situation.
‘Wann-Yih Wu, 1990. An Analysis of Current Timber Consumption Situation in
Taiwan—1988. Bull. Taiwan, For. Res. Inst. New Series.5(4):225-231.
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Ex HEAM HEORHRE SELFRA EORMETT  RERAMER EOREAME
(nd) FEAAE ot} (nd) (nd) (nd) HEER(56)
1973 1,107,542 15,910 3,860,394 3,876,304 4,983,848 w7
1974 982,963 58,158 3,553,609 3,611,767 4,594,730 786
1975 854,525 41,032 3,645,159 3,686,191 4,540,716 81.1
1976 820,604 57,281 3,044,835 4,002,116 4,822,810 82.9
1977 689,435 65,945 5,465,650 5,521,595 6,211,030 88.8
1978 674,107 89,669 6.642,944 6,732,613 7,408,720 90.8
1979 653,529 224,750 6,290,754 6,515,504 7,169,033 90.8
1980 582,133 308,672 4,988,330 5,276,902 5,858,040 80.0
1981 529,684 663,738 5,205,679 5,859,417 6,388,101 9.7
1982 494,937 619,080 4,104,771 4,723,831 5,218,768 80.5
1983 616,070 929,889 4,790,765 5,720,655 6.336.725 80.2
1984 562,637 1,037,165 4,108,375 5,143,640 5,708,177 90.1
1985 474,584 963,745 3,665,648 4,629,393 5,103,977 90.7
1986 498,675 1,457,692 3,676,381 5,134,073 5,632,748 211
1987 422,643 1,928,812 3,040,658 5,878,470 6,301,113 933
1988 253,312 1,809,676 4,202,383 6,012,065 6,265,377 8.0
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1973 4,983,846 32,750 171,108 203,858 4,779,988 184 40
1974 4,594,730 7,932 74,708 82,640 4,512,080 84 18
1975 4,540,716 15,841 101,676 117,517 4,423,199 137 25
1976 4.822.810 13,983 118,548 132,531 4,690,279 16.1 27
1977 6,211,030 10,912 87,736 98,648 6,112,382 143 15
1978 7,406,720 15.241 119,036 134,277 7,272,443 199 18
1979 7,169,083 16,176 157,723 173,899 6,995,134 266 24
1980 5,869,040 12,524 122.315 134,839 5,724,201 231 23
1981 6,389,101 9,228 50,041 59,269 6,329,832 114 09
1982 5218768 12,857 46,251 59,118 5,159,650 119 1.4
1983 6,336,725 48,671 58,875 107,646 6,229,179 174 17
1984 5,708,177 78,884 46,186 125,070 5,581,107 222 22
1985 5,108,977 32,788 47,560 80,348 5,023,629 169 15
1986 5.632.748 6,197 50,910 57.107 5,575,641 15 1.0
1987 6,301,113 6,466 65,153 71,619 6,229,494 169 1.1
1988 6,265,377 7,481 55,543 63,024 6,202,353 249 1.0
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1974 1,101,330 803,858 729 2,077,981 452
1975 1,042,453 760,908 729 1,966,892 433
1976 1,226,301 862,203 70.3 2,314,907 480
1977 1,272,203 945,936 742 2,400,383 38.6
1978 1,607,339 1,239,023 771 3,082,715 208
1979 1,451,068 1,078,158 74.2 2,737,864 382
1980 1,300,141 864,234 66.4 2,453,096 419
1281 1,370,149 040,678 69.2 2,685,186 408
1082 1,240,135 822,458 662 2,339,877 448
1983 1,250,136 863,328 69.0 2,358,747 37.2
1984 1,000,109 600,652 60.0 1,885,998 33.1
1985 850,092 651,935 648 1,603,947 314
1986 900,098 504,957 56.1 1,698,298 30.2
1987 950,103 544,314 573 1,792,847 284
1988 1.050.114 498,907 45 1,981,347 316
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