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Research paper

Forest Types and Succession in the Lienhuachih

Experimental Forest of Central Taiwan

Fu-Shan Chou,” Wen-Chih Lin,"””  Yen-Ray Hsui,” ~ Chih-Chien Huang”
[ Summary ]

This study aimed to investigate the forest composition and structure in the Lienhuachih Re-
search Experimental Forest for forest classification and establishing a successional model. Fifty-
three 20 X20-m plots were established. Forest types, based on the floristic composition of the
plots, were classified using tabular comparison methods. Five forest types and 2 subtypes were
identified and described, Trema cannabina-Mallotus paniculatus forest type, Wendlandia formo-
sana-Schefflera octophyll forest type, Castanopsis cuspidate-Randia cochinchinensis forest type,
Turpinia formosana-Schefflera octophyll forest type (Ficus fistulosa subtype and Machilus kusanoi
subtype), and Cyclobalanopsis pachyloma-Engelhardia roxburghian forest type. Relationships of
the detrended correspondence analysis (DCA) major gradient axis with environmental variables
and vegetation structure variables were calculated using Pearson correlation coefficients. Results
show that these forest types were interpreted as levels in a successional sequence ranging from
an early-successional stage to a mid-successional stage and late-successional stage. There were 2
successional pathways. One was found in the ridge environment sere, from the Trema cannabina-
Mallotus paniculatus forest type and Wendlandia formosan-Schefflera octophyll forest type to the
Castanopsis cuspidate-Randia cochinchinensis forest type and Cyclobalanopsis pachyloma-Engel-
hardia roxburghian forest type. The other pathway was in the more-humid valley environment
sere, which ranged from the Trema cannabina-Mallotus paniculatus forest type to Wendlandia
formosan-Schefflera octophyll forest type and Turpinia formosana-Schefflera octophyll forest type
(Ficus fistulosa subtype and Machilus kusanoi subtype).

Key words: Lienhuachih Experimental Forest, forest type, succession.
Chou FS, Lin WC, Hsui YR, Huang CC. 2020. Forest types and succession in the Lienhuachih Ex-
perimental Forest of Central Taiwan. Taiwan J For Sci 35(4):257-75.
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Fig. 1. Location of study plots on an aerial photograph of the Lienhuachih Research Center
taken by an unmanned aerial vehicle.
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Fig. 2. Ordination of 53 plots for the first 2 axes of the detrended correspondence analysis.
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Fig. 3. Ordination of 51 plots for the first 2 axes of the detrended correspondence analysis.
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Table 1. Pearson correlation coefficients between environmental factors and the vegetation
structure and the three axes of the detreneded correspondence analysis (DCA) ordination

DCA axes

Factor Axis 1 Axis 2 Axis 3
Elevation -0.322 0.291 0.039
Slope 0.103 0.195 0.177
Moisture index -0.192 0.113 0.107
Topography 0.277 0.413° -0.125
Synthetic moisture index -0.120 0.165 0.120
Species number -0.443° 0.114 -0.014
DBH of dominant trees -0.583" 0.360 0.268
Height of dominant trees -0.566" 0.352 0.120
Vertical structure -0.628" 0.290 -0.204

" Values with a significant correlation (p < 0.05).

™ Values with an extremely significant correlation (p < 0.01).

DBH, diameter at breast height.
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Successional stage

Early-succession

A E =R R

Habitat (forest types)

Landslide

(A. Trema cannabina-Mallotus paniculatus)

Mid-succession

l

Abandoned plantations and secondary forests

(B. Wendlandia formosana-Schefflera octophyll)

Ridge
(C. Castanopsis cuspidata-
Randia cochinchinensis)

Late-succession

Valley
(D. Turpinia formosana-

Schefflera octophyll)

Nature forests

(E. Cyclobalanopsis pachyloma-ngelhardia)

Fig. 4. Forest successional model of the Lienhuachih Experimental Forest.
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Appendix 1. Basic data of the plantations

Plot . . Elevation  Slope Afforestation Plantation Afforestation . .
Longitude Latitude Aspect Topography Plantation species
number (m) © number area (ha) date
S1 120.88411 2391911 703 25 171 lower slope 5H#-4-66-4 0.37 1977/1 Cunninghamia konishii
S2 120.89379 23.91964 720 20 94 upper slope 5H#-2-48-2 0.3 1959/3 Cunninghamia konishii
S4 120.89225 23.91910 772 3 208 ridge SH#-2-48-1 55 1959/3 Calocedrus macrolepis
S5 120.89308 23.91735 720 16 89 upper slope SH-2-48-1 55 1959/3 Calocedrus macrolepis
S6 120.89359 23.91635 695 19 90 middle slope 5H#H-2-48-1 5.5 1959/3 Calocedrus macrolepis
S7 120.89095 23.91928 686 22 281 lower slope None 0.46 1928/3 Calocedrus macrolepis
S8 120.89105 23.91869 716 30 270 lower slope None 0.46 1928/3 Calocedrus macrolepis
S9 120.88871 23.91896 700 29 272 valley None 0.46 1928/3 Calocedrus macrolepis
S10 120.88756 23.92626 746 22 133 ridge 5H#-1-69-5 7.63 1980/6 Cunninghamia konishii
S11 120.88822 23.92741 753 18 140 upper slope 3H#-1-69-5 7.63 1980/6 Cunninghamia konishii
S12 120.88912 23.92829 760 15 233 middle slope SE-1-69-5 7.63 1980/6 Cunninghamia konishii
S13 120.88486 2391616 697 25 103 lower slope 3H#-4-60-2 2.52 1971/3 Cunninghamia konishii
S14 120.88431 2391614 735 20 96 upper slope 5H#-4-60-2 2.52 1971/3 Araucaria cunninghamii
S15 120.88475 2391723 712 17 93 lower slope 3H-4-60-2 2.52 1971/3 Cunninghamia konishii
S16 120.88702 23.92189 695 4 168 ridge 3#3--63-2 3.36 1974/2 Cunninghamia konishii
S17 120.88574 23.92363 697 7 14 valley 3H3--63-2 3.36 1974/2 Cunninghamia konishii
S21 120.88931 23.92104 685 7 204 lower slope 5#3--70-2 3.42 1981/5 Cunninghamia konishii
S22 120.88932 23.92155 711 17 248 valley 5H#3--70-2 342 1981/5 Cunninghamia konishii
S23 120.89043 23.92110 694 11 220 lower slope 5#3--70-2 342 1981/5 Cunninghamia konishii
S24 120.89265 23.93039 776 25 265 lower slope E1--71-1 5.34 1982/4 Cunninghamia konishii
S25 120.89193 23.93088 783 7 149 upper slope SE#1--71-1 5.34 1982/4 Cunninghamia konishii
S26 120.89153 23.92965 785 18 110 upper slope SE#1--71-1 5.34 1982/4 Cunninghamia konishii
S27 120.88492 23.92117 674 14 145 middle slope 5H#3--63-2 3.36 1974/2 Cunninghamia konishii
S31 120.89017 2391877 684 12 267 upper slope 5#3--73-2 4913 1984/4 Acacia mangium
S32 120.88990 23.91923 688 19 276 upper slope 5H#3--73-2 4913 1984/4 Acacia mangium
S33 120.88947 23.91903 674 19 267 upper slope 5H#3--73-2 4913 1984/4 Acacia mangium
S53 120.89098 2391359 672 13 169 lower slope 3H#-5-65-2 8 1976/4 Cunninghamia konishii
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Appendix 2. Synoptic table of the forest types in the study area. Digits in columns are
synoptic IV values and constancy (1 = 5~20%; 2 = 21~40%; 3 = 41~60%; 4 = 61~80%; 5 =
81~100%) of species within each forest type.

A. Trema cannabina—Mallotus paniculatus forest type

B. Wendlandia formosana—Schefflera octophyll forest type
C. Castanopsis cuspidate—Randia cochinchinensis forest type
D. Turpinia formosana—Schefflera octophyll forest type
D1. Ficus fistulosa subtype
D2. Machilus kusanoi subtype
E. Cyclobalanopsis pachyloma—Engelhardia roxburghian forest type

Forest type A B C D E
Dl D2

Number of plots 2 16 11 6 18
Number of species 22 92 78 75 78
Species Chinese name

Macaranga tanarius A 1,3 - - - - -

Rhus javanica e CEEE AR 2.3 - - - - -

Clerodendrum trichotomum N E L 2,3 - - - - -

Trema cannabina SEE | =t 6,5 - - - - -

Reevesia formosana RN - - L1 - - -

Lasianthus microstachys THBESE PR A - - 1,1 - - -

Ternstroemia gymnanthera =g - - 1,1 - - -

Symplocos congesta IR - - 1,1 - - -

Camellia nokoensis BEELLIEE - - 1,1 - - -

Ficus erecta LENTE - 1,1 - - - -

Symplocos arisanensis [ar B LR AR - 1,1 - - - -

Rhus succedanea 12N - 1,1 - - - -

Eurya chinensis KRG AR - 1,1 - - - -

Symplocos glauca EEE - 1,1 - - - -

Vitex quinata e - 1,1 - - - -

Cyclobalanopsis glauca 1 LES - 1,1 - - - -

Ardisia virens SRS - 1,1 - - - -

Lasianthus attenuatus [E = P tst - 1,1 1,1 - - -

Viburnum luzonicum B oRAEK - 1,1 - - - -

Eurya japonica UEZN - 1,1 1,1 - - -

Syzygium formosanum SN ] - 1,1 1,2 - - -

Litsea hypophaea IINEAREF - 1,1 - - 1,3 -

Camellia furfuracea YaRILES - 1,1 - 1,2 - -

Daphniphyllum glaucescens BRLIC R A - 1,1 1,1 - - 1,1
Rhaphiolepis indica AR - 1,1 1,1 - - 1,1
Callicarpa kochiana LT 2.3 1,1 - 1,2 - -

Castanopsis cuspidata BT - 1,1 1,1 - - 1,1
Wendlandia uvariifolia KGR - 1,1 - - - 1,1

Glochidion zeylanicum bR FECS - 1,2 1,1 - - -
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Euonymus tashiroi ZETERT - 1,1 1,1 - - 1,1
Lindera communis FEEER - 1,1 1,2 - - 1,1
Styrax formosana BRIE 1,3 1,1 1,2 - 2,3 -
Helicia cochinchinensis RLTERS - 1,1 1,1 - - 1,1
Cyclobalanopsis harlandii RO - 1,1 1,1 1,2 - 1,1
Glochidion philippicum JEREBIAR - 1,1 2,2 - - 1,1
Litsea cubeba LA 5,5 1,2 1,1 - - 1,1
Tetradium glabrifolium B raf 2.3 1,1 23 - 33 1,1
Casearia membranacea FEIEEIIR - 1,2 1,2 1,2 - -
Adinandra formosana A - 1,2 1,2 - - 1,1
Diospyros eriantha [/ €SVl - 1,2 23 1,2 35 1,1
Wendlandia formosana KRG - 2,4 - 1,3 1,3 -
Ardisia cornudentata EIESF - 2,4 2,2 - - -
Triadica cochinchinensis =Lig] 7.5 1,2 2,2 3.3 2,3 2,2
Machilus thunbergii et - 1,2 1,3 - - 2.3
llex asprella FEREAE - 2.4 1,3 1,2 - 1,1
Lasianthus fordii Bk PRAS - 1.3 1,3 - - 1,2
Michelia compressa oA - 2,3 2,3 1,2 - 1,2
Ilex formosana iz 1,3 1,2 1,3 1,2 1,3 1,2
Helicia formosana [FBERR - 2,3 2,3 2,3 2,5 1,2
Styrax suberifolia RLEZ 1,3 2,3 33 23 33 2,2
Melicope pteleifolia = Ak - 2.4 2.3 1.3 - 1,2
Cyclobalanopsis konishii TR - 1,2 35 2.3 23 23
Ilex ficoidea EERIE - 1,3 24 12 - 23
Gardenia jasminoides i - 2,4 3,5 1,2 - 12
Elaeocarpus japonicus s - 2.3 2.4 - - 3.4
Archidendron lucidum FHFET 1,3 34 3.4 - - 2,3
Machilus zuihoensis ] - 55 3.4 55 - 1,2
Euonymus laxiflorus KT# 1,3 24 23 1,2 - 3,5
Mallotus paniculatus H&T 7,5 4,5 33 5,5 - 1,2
Elaeocarpus sylvestris F2 - 3,5 3.4 3.4 - 2,3
Glochidion acuminatum B SR - 3,5 33 4,5 2.3 2.4
Prunus phaeosticta R - 5,5 45 12 3,5 33
Neolitsea aciculata N - 24 3,5 1,3 1,3 3,5
Cinnamomum subavenium EiE - 3,5 4,5 1,2 23 4,5
Litsea acuminata EIERET - 4,5 3,5 3,5 3,5 3.4
Schefflera octophylla =SS 1,3 6,5 5,5 7,5 6,5 5,5
Randia cochinchinensis PH L - 6,5 55 2,2 35 6,5
Diospyros morrisiana LKA 1,3 4,5 4,5 34 3,5 2,4
Cryptocarya chinensis JE 2 - 2.4 35 5,5 4,5 4,5
Ardisia quinquegona JINFERE T - 34 45 44 1,3 45
Symplocos theophrastifolia LLIFERT 1,3 3.4 4,5 3.4 - 3,5
Blastus cochinchinensis VISET N 1,3 3.4 2,3 2,3 4,5 35
Podocarpus nakaii REEHE - 24 1.3 2,3 - 4,5
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Tricalysia dubia EF - 34 1.2 1,2 23 4.5
Engelhardia roxburghiana U - 1,3 55 2.3 - 6,5
Ormosia formosana Sy ANS | 1,3 1,2 2,3 1,2 2,3 4,5
Psychotria rubra JLEIAR - 1,2 1,3 1,2 2,5 4,5
Syzygium buxifolium IINFE SR A - 1,2 2,3 1,2 1,3 3,5
Castanopsis cuspidata FREALTERE - 1.2 6,5 22 - 3.4
Cyclobalanopsis pachyloma 3| - 1,1 1,1 2,2 2.3 4,5
Schima superba Kiaf - 1,1 2.3 1,2 33 33
Cyclobalanopsis brevicaudata 5G] - 1,1 1,2 1,2 2,3 2,3
Meliosma squamulata P - - 1,2 - - 3.4
Lithocarpus amygdalifolius AT - 1,1 1,1 - 2.3 2.3
Osmanthus matsumuranus RIEAR - 1,2 1,2 - 1,3 1,2
Eurya loquaiana IR A A - 1,3 1,1 - - 1,1
Pyrenaria shinkoensis JSINES - 1,1 2.3 - - 1,2
Ardisia sieboldii fatrc - 1,1 23 13 - 1,1
Castanopsis fargesii KRR 1,3 1,1 - 2.2 3.3 1,2
Beilschmiedia erythrophloia Bi=] i 1,3 1,1 1,1 1,2 2,3 1,2
Hlicium arborescens =i\ - 1,1 1,2 - - 2,3
Eustigma oblongifolium FHEAE - 1,1 1,1 - - 22
Castanopsis kawakamii KRBT - - 1,1 - - 2,3
Antidesma japonicum A A - 1,1 1,2 - - 1,1
Cyclobalanopsis nantoensis FAT - 1,1 1,2 - - 1,2
lLlex goshiensis BFELE - 1,1 - - - 1,2
Cyclobalanopsis synbalanos ~ ZESA7 - - - 1,2 - 1,2
Helicia rengetiensis SHEAEMRLLFEER - - - - - 1,2
Ficus nervosa JUTHE - 1,1 1,1 - 3,5 -
Clerodendrum cyrtophyllum K 2,3 1,1 - 1,3 - -
Castanopsis uraiana szl fa] - - - 1,2 - 2.2
Neolitsea konishii FLEA - 1,1 - 1,2 2,3 -
Cinnamomum micranthum 1IfE - 1,1 - - 33 1,1
Cyclobalanopsis hance =3 - 1,1 - - 2,3 -
Glochidion rubrum HHEERETA R - 1,1 - - 2.3 -
Lasianthus taitoensis T PR A - - 1,1 - 1,3 -
Callicarpa formosana FHETAE - - - 2,3 - -
Ficus fistulosa IK[EAR - - - 33 - -
Lagerstroemia subcostata = - - - 2.3 23 -
Saurauia tristyla eI\ - 1,1 - 1,2 1.3 -
Glycosmis citrifolia HEE - - - - 35 -
Machilus kusanoi KIERY - - - - 6,5 -
Turpinia formosana IFE - - - - 7,5 -
Symplocos congesta THAEE IR AR - - 1,1 - - 1,1
Distyliopsis dunnii TR AL - - - - - 1,1
Ehretia acuminata JE R - - - 1,2 - -
Ficus irisana TBTERS - - - 1,2 - -
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Eurya strigillosa HEBA - - - 1,2 - -
Maesa perlaria B IEAE - - - 1,2 - -
Morus australis INTES% - - - 2,2 - -
Bridelia tomentosa ] - - - 22 - -
Champereia manillana LI - - - 1,2 - -
Capparis sabiaefolia EARSIEEA - - - - 23 -
Cinnamomum osmophloeum + Ak - - - - 2,3 -
Lasianthus appressihirtus R HEPRAS - - - - - 1,1
Cyclobalanopsis longinux i TR - - - - - 1,1
Pinus morrisonicola =1 E - - - - - 1,1
Murraya paniculata Hi% - - - - - 1,1

Gordonia axillaris PGS - - - - - 1,1
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