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Expectation and Historical Review of
Cypress (Chamaecyparis spp.) Timber Productin in Taiwan

I-an Jen ©
[ Summary )

Cypress forest is one of the most valuable resources in Taiwan’s forest, It
consists of Chamaecyparis obtusa var. formosana and Chamaecyparis
formosensis , the former we usually call yellow cypress and the latter red cy-
press, Over the past eighty years, cypress timber production has played a very
important role in the forest economy of Taiwan, especially in the period from
1960 to 1987, About 12 million m *of cypress timber was harvested during this
century, 18% of them or 2.36 million m ®was exported. The main export market
was Japan. But most of the harvested timber (about 82%) was consumed in
domestic market, Because wood quality of cypress is very fine and price of the
timber is expected to be higher in the future, it is recommended that Taiwan’s
cypress forests be managed intensively.
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Table 1. Taiwan timber harvest, 1912—1945

Year Qu(amlzt)xty Year Qu(e::]\:t)ny
1912 18,469 1930 169,369
1913 15,853 1931 166,019
1914 72,457 1932 179,465
1915 108,287 1933 196,156
1916 231,306 1934 219,799
1917 89,556 1935 232,218
1918 178,967 1936 274,305
1919 52,645 1937 271,673
1920 123,935 1938 335,233
1921 135,216 1939 329,042
1922 216,417 1940 387,561
1923 142,459 1941 477,101
1924 91,779 1942 588,443
1925 188,007 1943 1,072,158
1926 147,847 1944 561,916
1927 240,907 1945 966,384
1928 222,406

1929 166,563 Total 8,869,918
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Table 2. Taiwan timber harvests, 1946-1963

Year Q“(:,t; ty Year Qu(i'::;)l 1y
1946 115,112 1956 492,910
1947 148,839 1957 571,216
1948 312,239 1958 719,349
1949 341,739 1959 818,079
1950 326,689 1960 822,325
1951 368,446 1961 897,977
1952 448,570 1962 904,722
1953 462,873 1963 879,026
1954 476,782

1955 480,954 Total 9,593,847
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Table 3. Taiwan cypres sharvests, 1964—1993

Year Q“(::,l;ly Year Qu(:;; ty
1964 402,240 1980 127,217
1965 381,166 1981 122,027
1966 388,59 1982 120,483
1967 351,339 1983 162,238
1968 344,493 1984 118,442
1969 327,346 1985 121,220
1970 333,798 1986 141,256
1971 301,351 1987 102,861
1972 280,827 1988 49,667
1873 252,847 1989 23,378
1974 236,495 1990 5,672
1975 233,102 1991 3212
1976 226,129 1992 5,242
1977 175,358 1993 4,131
1978 170,419

1979 133,027 Total 5,645,582
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Fig. 1. Supply curve of Taiwan’s cypress timber.
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Table 4. Taiwan timber production and consumption, 1926—1994
Production Consumpition  Shorta; ion  Consu; i Shortage
Year () (m!l;uw e Yer Pm(dx:;;)t ns(r::fmn it
1926 148,106 315,922 167,816 1836 266,845 784,945 518,100
1927 204,87t 410,907 206,306 1837 271,638 736,797 465,159
1928 197,074 473,317 276,243 1638 327215 752,162 424,947
1929 166,542 493,511 326,969 1939 321,042 721,355 424,947
1930 164,634 453,922 289,288 1940 379,561 865,947 486,386
1931 165,998 441,345 275,347 1941 468,093 657,782 189,689
1932 179,442 472,014 292,572 1942 588,359 670,560 85,201
1933 208,242 456,274 249,032 1943 445,216 500,868 55,652
1934 219,771 481,084 261,313 1944 486,955 489,738 2,780
1935 232,198 660,800 428,611
Table 5. Taiwan timber exports and imports, 1926—1942
Year Export Japanese Share Import Japanese Share 2)-(1)
(m*N1) (%) (m))(2) (m*)
1926 40,575 89% 208,392 53% 74,829
1927 38,680 89% 245,416 54% 98,161
1928 26,805 85% 302,936 58% 154,062
1929 29,186 90% 356,155 63% 197,358
1930 19,239 91% 308,516 72% 203,719
1931 21,118 90% 297,023 9% 215,262
1932 28,717 97% 321,290 93% 270,795
1933 40,541 83% 300,684 96% 255,792
1934 64,095 47% 325,402 98% 290,450
1935 28,631 72% 457,816 98% 430,230
1936 33,385 82% 544,059 93% 476,412
1937 30,072 78% 495,262 96% 450,126
1938 39,791 80% 465,526 100% 431,504
1939 58,762 7% 465,075 100% 417,951
1940 69,788 87% 550,996 99% 490,245
1941 32,104 100% 221,973 100% 189,189
1942 13,472 100% 95,673 100% 82,201
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Table 6. Taiwan timber exports, 1946—1959
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Table 7. Taiwan cypress logs and lumber export, 1962—1993
Year Logs Lumber Total Year Logs Lumber Total
(m*) (m*) (m*) (m*) (m*} (m*)
1962 19,317 8,234 34,287 1979 7121 22,252 47,579
1963 35,605 30,594 91,230 1980 4,296 11,833 25,810
1964 91,663 32,347 150,475 1981 2,730 7.680 16,693
1965 63,585 26,486 111,741 1982 3,101 8,236 13,075
1966 66,723 24,820 111,850 1983 2,522 9,189 19,229
1967 49,359 37,150 116,904 1984 1,813 7,941 16,251
1968 28,692 41,313 103,806 1985 1,734 8,439 17,077
1969 34,282 55,227 134,694 1986 2,618 11,127 23,939
1970 28,800 66,349 149,434 1987 3,248 14,393 29,417
1971 27,600 36,007 93,067 1988 1,305 9,074 17,803
1972 37,282 11,543 58,269 1989 2,134 6,585 14,106
1973 31,594 22,008 71,608 1990 778 6,098 11,865
1974 62,431 16,717 92,825 1991 759 4,161 8,324
1975 13,251 30,580 68,851 1992 758 3,118 6,427
1976 8,636 29,081 61,510 1993 402 2,210 4,420
1977 7,319 19,204 42,235
1978 9,305 22,067 49,426 Total 650,763 642,663 1,819,227

Conversion rate=0.55
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Fig. 2. Taiwan cypress logs and lumber exports,
1962-1993.
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